Series: Bible Survey
Lesson: 28. Introduction to the

Prophetic Books

e [ntroduction

o Authors: Named in their titles (except Lamentations)

o Dates: Late 8t Century to mid 5" Century BC

o Context:

» All of them happen during the events of 1-2 Kings, 2 Chronicles,
Ezra, and/or Nehemiah—use them as references!

= Even though Israel had everything they needed to be blessed on
earth and fulfill their national purpose, they failed repeatedly.

* Most prophetic books were written in response to major
unrighteousness and/or to give encouragement in the face of
great challenges.

» God knew the

would need to be replaced, so He spelled out the lessons from
Israel’s failure and pointed to the future when humanity’s needs

would finally and fully be addressed in Jesus Christ.



e The Role of the Prophet

o A prophet is someone who speaks on behalf of another.

Ex. 7:1 —Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, | make you as God to
Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet.

o Prophets in the Old Testament received,

and shared God’s messages to His people:
* The Patriarchs —
= Moses —
* The Former Prophets —

* The Latter Prophets —

o All Old Testament prophets were near fulfilments of (and pointed to)

the prophecy of Deut. 18:15-22 (cf. Deut. 13:1-5; Acts 3:18-26).

o How the latter prophets functioned:

= They weren’t normally around: they were concentrated more

when Israel or Judah was facing

" They spoke for God, especially by revealing His will.

» Their prophecies often included ‘forthtelling,” but they always had
a point that pertained to their contemporary audience.

* They were rarely heeded and often faced consequences for

speaking out.



o The main themes of the prophetic books:

® They speak for YHWH (cf. 2 Pet. 1:21).

God pays attention to what’s happening.

They are most often speaking in terms of God’s relationship with

They explain why Israel’s history played out the way it did.

They look forward to future judgment and

e How We Should Read the Minor Prophets Today

0 to the real people/concerns situations to

which they were written.

o Get a sense of the scope of God’s plan and how we fit into it.

o Pay attention to how God is

Himself to His people.

o Livein light of a God Who is sovereign, watching, and responding.



Discussion:

1. How is our ministry as believers today similar/different from Old Testament

prophets?

2. How is Jesus the ultimate Prophet?

FOR REFLECTION: Do you find yourself only reading the prophets to learn about

the past and/or future instead of how they inform your today? How can you keep

those balanced?
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