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Falls and Rises. Part 4
Lesson: 125

There are three steps to this story:

1. David’s path into sin - 2 Samuel 11:1-27

The of the conscience

2. God’s confrontation - 2 Samuel 12: 1-17

The of the conscience

3. David’s repentance - Psalm 51

The

of the conscience.

2 Samuel 11:1 Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings
go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him and all

Israel, and they destroyed the sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah.
But David stayed at Jerusalem.

“when kings go out to battle”



Was it wrong for David to stay back in Jerusalem?

“David stayed at Jerusalem”

Why did David not go to war?

Temptation often begins in

with no accountability.

2 Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked
around on the roof of the king’s house,

Don’t miss the contrast.

Kings went to war - David stayed home
Armies engaged in battle - David slept all day

and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very
beautiful in appearance.



3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is this
not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”

“saw” and “sent”

What about David’s conscience?

4 David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to him, he
lay with her; and when she had purified herself from her uncleanness,
she returned to her house. 5 The woman conceived; and she sent and
told David, and said, “I am pregnant.”

6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So
Joab sent Uriah to David.

7 When Uriah came to him, David asked concerning the welfare of
Joab and the people and the state of the war.

1 Samuel 24:4-5 The men of David said to him, “Behold, this is the
day of which the Lord said to you, ‘Behold; | am about to give your
enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it seems good to
you.” ” Then David arose and cut off the edge of Saul’s robe secretly.
5 It came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him
because he had cut off the edge of Saul’s robe.



8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your
feet.” And Uriah went out of the king’s house, and a present from the
king was sent out after him.

9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants
of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 Now when they told
David, saying, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to

Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down
to your house?”

11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in
temporary shelters, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
camping in the open field. Shall | then go to my house to eat and to
drink and to lie with my wife? By your life and the life of your soul, |
will not do this thing.”

12 Then David said to Uriah, “Stay here today also, and tomorrow |
will let you go.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next.

13 Now David called him, and he ate and drank before him, and he
made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his bed with
his lord’s servants, but he did not go down to his house.

14 Now in the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the
hand of Uriah. 15 He had written in the letter, saying, “Place Uriah in
the front line of the fiercest battle and withdraw from him, so that he
may be struck down and die.”



16 So it was as Joab kept watch on the city, that he put Uriah at the
place where he knew there were valiant men. 17 The men of the city
went out and fought against Joab, and some of the people among
David’s servants fell; and Uriah the Hittite also died.

18 Then Joab sent and reported to David all the events of the war. 19
He charged the messenger, saying, “When you have finished telling all
the events of the war to the king, 20 and if it happens that the king’s
wrath rises and he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near to the city to
fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall? 21 ‘Who
struck down Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman
throw an upper millstone on him from the wall so that he died at
Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ —then you shall say, ‘Your
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’ ”

22 So the messenger departed and came and reported to David all
that Joab had sent him to tell. 23 The messenger said to David, “The
men prevailed against us and came out against us in the field, but we
pressed them as far as the entrance of the gate. 24 “Moreover, the
archers shot at your servants from the wall; so some of the king’s
servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.”



25 Then David said to the messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab,
‘Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well
as another; make your battle against the city stronger and overthrow
it’; and so encourage him.”

26 Now when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was
dead, she mourned for her husband.

27 When the time of mourning was over, David sent and brought her
to his house, and she became his wife; then she bore him a son.

But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the Lord.

Implications

1. NONE OF US are beyond one subtle, unguarded step into a
path of ruin.



2. We should protect your conscience because its silence will

us and conceal our drift until

the damage is done.

3. A silent conscience won’t stay , it

will ripple outward into the lives we care for and love the most.

4. Sin may successfully covered
up on earth, but not from heaven.

Discussion Guide

1. What small areas of drift do believers toleratethat could become a
doorway to greater sin?

2. What does it look like practically to ignore the “check engine light”
of our conscience?



3. How have you seen someone’s private spiritual drift and impact
others (family, friends, church, workplace)?

4. Who in our lives has permission to challenge us when we begin to
wander spiritually?”
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@W{g@ Test Your EBC Missions Knowledge! Take our

ET A% anonymous Missions Moment Quiz—just for fun! No
grades, no pressure. Scan the QR code to see how
much you know about what God is doing through
EastPointe, locally and around the world.

Ladies of EastPointe (Grades 9-Adult), As we
prepare for our upcoming Sunday School class,
“What Does the Bible Say About My Anxious Heart?”, :
allwomen (grades 9-adult) are invited to complete a
brief, anonymous survey. Your honest feedback will
help us prepare. Please submit by Sunday, March 8.

ANSWERS: searing, awakening, restoration, secret, None of us,
deceive, personal, appear



