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More:

1. What Sinks Ships? - Someone has pointed out that it isn't the ship in the water but water in
the ship, which sinks ships. A ship can ride out the most severe storm so long as it isn't capsized
or punctured so that water gets inside. There may be a great external threat, but if the water
can be kept out, the ship will remain afloat. It's just so with the spiritual life of a Christian. We
are in the world, but not of the world. All around us, and often very close to us, there are
immoral and unspiritual elements which, if allowed to penetrate our defense, will surely "sink"
us. Those elements must be kept out at all costs. We must be strong to keep the world out of
our hearts and lives. John says, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world"
(1John 2:15), and then identifies those things more closely as the "lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes and the pride of life." The problem isn't the Christian in the world, it's the world in the
Christian. Whatever takes our eyes off Christ, discourages us from serving Him in the church, or
compromises our spirituality and morality in any way, can destroy us.

2. Cal Thomas, a committed Christian who is a syndicated newspaper columnist, wrote:

| got a letter from an editor of a newspaper that recently started carrying my column. He
said, “I'm so frustrated because I’'m the only believer on the entire editorial staff.” | wrote back
and said, “Let’s say that you weren’t on the newspaper staff but that you were a CIA plant in
the politburo of the Soviet Union. Would you be complaining that you were the only one there?
You would be rejoicing that your government had placed you in such a strategic position.” That
is the attitude we ought to have. God has placed us in strategic positions no matter what our
job is, whether we are employed or not. If we can catch that vision, if we can see ourselves as
the spiritual equivalent of CIA plants and the world as the politburo, then I think we can get on
fire for God and really do something significant.

3. David Wells in his book called God in the Wasteland says,

It is one of the defining marks of Our Time that God is now weightless. | do not mean by
this that he is ethereal but rather that he has become unimportant. He rests upon the world so
inconsequentially as not to be noticeable. He has lost his saliency for human life. Those who
assure the pollisters of their belief in God's existence may nonetheless consider him less
interesting than television, his commands less authoritative than their appetites for affluence
and influence, his judgments no more awe-inspiring than the evening news, and his truth less
compelling than the advertiser's sweet fog of flattery and lies. That is weightlessness. It is a
condition we have assigned him after having nudged him out to the periphery of our
secularized life. His truth is no longer welcome in our public discourse. The engine of
modernity rumbles on, and he is but a speck in its path.



